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CONPIDENTIAL LOME 1876 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: TO, PINT 

SUBJ: CATHOLIC CONCERN OVER TOGOLESE RELATIONS WITH COMMUNISTS 
REF: LOME 1862 

1. RELIABLE CATHOLIC SOURCE REPORTS CATHOLIC CLERGY MET IN 
LOME OCTOBER 3 WITH ARCHBISHOP TO DISCUSS DEVELOPMENTS IN TOGO- 
LESE POREIGN RELATIONS WITH CERTAIN COMMUNIST COUNTRIES WHICH 
THEY SEE AS ENDANGERING TOGO. RESULT WAS DECISION TO RECONSE- 
CRATE ALL OP TOGO TO VIRGIN MARY TO PROTECT IT AGAINST ALL EVILS. 
ALTHOUGH NO MENTION WILL BE MADE OP COMMUNISTS THIS IS "EVIL" 
AGAINST WHICH PROTECTION IS SOUGHT. 

2. TO THIS END A NEW STATUE OP VIRGIN MARY, WHICH HAD ALREADY 
BEEN MADE OR OBTAINED, WILL BE VENERATED IN TOGOVILLE, PROM 
WHICH IT WILL TRAVEL TO ANECHO, GOUNDOPE, PORTO SEGURO, LOME 
PARISH OP BE, AND THE SIX OTHER LOME PARISHES. IN EACH PARISH 

IT WILL BE VENERATED FOR TWO DAYS, AT END OP WHICH TIME IT WILL 
BE CARRIED IN CANDLELIGHT PROCESSION TO NEXT PARISH. 

ON NOVEMBER 4 IT WILL BE TRANSPORTED BY SPECIAL TRAIN PROM LOME 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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BY BOAT TO TOGOVILLE, WHERE IT WILL BE ENSHRINED IN NEW CHURCH. 

ALL CATHOLICS IN COASTAL AREA WILL BE ENCOURAGED TO DESCEND ON 
TOGOVILLE AT SAME TIME BY ALL AVAILABLE MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION. 

3. COMMENT: IT IS HARD TO BELIEVE THAT EYADEMA AND HIS CLOSE 
ADVISORS WILL NOT HEAR OF ALL THIS AND OF WHAT ITS REAL MEANING 
IS. IE THEY DO, THERE COULD BE A NASTY CONERONTATION BETWEEN 
ARCHBISHOP AND PRESIDENT, A CONERONTATION WHICH, IE HE IS WILL- 
ING TO GET TOUGH, CAN ONLY BE DECIDED IN FAVOR OF PRESIDENT. 

DICKINSON 



CONEIDENTIAL 
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